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located within one mile of the subject property. In addition, a review was conducted of the 
National Register of Historic Places (National Register), the California Register, and 
documents and inventories from the California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) 
including the lists of California Historical Landmarks, California Points of Historical Interest, 
Listing of National Register Properties, and the Inventory of Historic Structures.  

Field Survey 

An intensive-level cultural resources field survey of the subject property was conducted on 
August 6, 2021. The survey was conducted by walking parallel transects spaced 
approximately 10-15 meters apart across 100 percent of the subject property. Digital 
photographs were taken at various points within the subject property boundaries, including 
overviews as well as detail photographs of field conditions. Hand-held Global Positioning 
Systems (GPS) were available for mapping purposes.  

RESULTS 

Research 

The records search revealed that 11 cultural resources studies have taken place resulting in 
the recording of eight cultural resources (all historic-period) within one half-mile of the 
project site. The project site has been subject to four previous cultural resources 
assessments and one cultural resource (a historic-period utility pole alignment designated 
P-36-4255) has been previously recorded partially within its boundaries. The previously-
identified utility pole alignment had been removed by 2010 (Coleman 2010). A summary of
the records search is included below, and the complete records search bibliography and
map is provided in confidential Appendix A.

Table A. Cultural Resources Located Within One Half-Mile of the Project Site 

USGS 7.5 Min Quad Cultural Resources Within One Mile Reports Within One Mile 

Hesperia, California 
(1980) 

P-36-2910, 4255*, 4276, 7740, 7741,
10315, 10316, 21351

SB-1025**, 1026**, 1027**, 
4187, 5211, 5779, 6333, 
6536, 6652**, 7406, 7953 

*Recorded within project boundaries.
**Previously assessed project site (or a portion) for cultural resources.

Field Survey 

The project site exhibited approximately 85 percent surface visibility. Disturbances related to 
sheet washing and a dirt road are present. The project site exhibits a northeasterly aspect 
and runoff flows towards intermittent drainages surrounding the project area. Soils include 
sandy silt, and vegetation includes creosote scrub, Joshua trees, and mixed seasonal 
grasses. No prehistoric or historic-period archaeological resources or architectural historical 
resources were identified.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

BCR Consulting did not identify any historical resources during the research and field 
survey. Therefore, no significant impacts related to archaeological or historical resources is 
anticipated and no further investigations are recommended for the proposed project unless: 
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• the proposed project is changed to include areas not subject to this study.  

• the proposed project is changed to include the construction of additional facilities.  

• cultural materials are encountered during project activities.  
 
Although the current study has not indicated sensitivity for cultural resources within the 
project boundaries, ground disturbing activities always have the potential to reveal buried 
deposits not observed on the surface during previous surveys. Prior to the initiation of 
ground-disturbing activities, field personnel should be alerted to the possibility of buried 
prehistoric or historic cultural deposits. In the event that field personnel encounter buried 
cultural materials, work in the immediate vicinity of the find should cease and a qualified 
archaeologist should be retained to assess the significance of the find. The qualified 
archaeologist shall have the authority to stop or divert construction excavation as necessary. 
If the qualified archaeologist finds that any cultural resources present meet eligibility 
requirements for listing on the California Register or the National Register, plans for the 
treatment, evaluation, and mitigation of impacts to the find will need to be developed. 
Prehistoric or historic cultural materials that may be encountered during ground-disturbing 
activities include: 
 

• historic artifacts such as glass bottles and fragments, cans, nails, ceramic and 
pottery fragments, and other metal objects; 

• historic structural or building foundations, walkways, cisterns, pipes, privies, and 
other structural elements; 

• prehistoric flaked-stone artifacts and debitage (waste material), consisting of 
obsidian, basalt, and or cryptocrystalline silicates; 

• groundstone artifacts, including mortars, pestles, and grinding slabs; 

• dark, greasy soil that may be associated with charcoal, ash, bone, shell, flaked 
stone, groundstone, and fire affected rocks.   

   
Findings were positive during the Sacred Lands File search with the NAHC, and the NAHC 
has recommended further communication with the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe and the San 
Manuel Band of Mission Indians for more information. Since the City will initiate and carry 
out the required AB52 Native American Consultation, the results of the consultation are not 
provided in this report. However, this report may be used during the consultation process, 
and BCR Consulting staff is available to answer questions and address concerns as 
necessary.  
 
According to CEQA Guidelines, projects subject to CEQA must determine whether the 
project would “directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource”. The 
appended Paleontological Overview provided in Appendix D has recommended that: 
 

The geologic units underlying this project are mapped entirely as old alluvial fan 
deposits dating from the Pleistocene epoch (Dibblee & Minch, 2008). 
Pleistocene alluvial units are considered to be of high paleontological sensitivity. 
The Western Science Center does not have localities within the project area or a 
one mile radius, but does have numerous localities throughout the region in 
similarly mapped sediments. Southern California Pleistocene units are well 
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known to produce fossil localities and specimen including those associated with 
mammoth (Mammuthus columbi), mastodon (Mammut pacificus), sabertooth 
cats (Smilodon fatalis), ancient horse (Equus sp.), and many other Pleistocene 
megafauna and microfauna.  
 
Any fossils recovered from the Mesquite Avenue Project area would be 
scientifically significant. Excavation activity associated with the development of 
the area has the potential to impact the paleontologically sensitive Pleistocene 
alluvial units and it is the recommendation of the Western Science Center that a 
paleontological resource mitigation plan be put in place to monitor, salvage, and 
curate and recovered fossils associated with the current study area.  
 

If human remains are encountered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states 
that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of 
origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The County 
Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the remains are determined to be 
prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which 
will determine and notify a Most Likely Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the 
landowner or his/her authorized representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the 
discovery. The MLD shall complete the inspection within 48 hours of notification by the 
NAHC.  
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Report List

Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

SB-01025 1973 ARCHAEOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL, AND 
PALEONTOLOGICAL SITE SURVEY FOR 
COUNTY SERVICE AREA NO. 70 
IMPROVEMENT ZONE "J", ASSESSMENTS 
OF IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY MUSEUM 
ASSOCIATION

HARRIS, RUTH 36-002208NADB-R - 1061025; 
Paleo - ; 
Voided - 80-9.13A

SB-01026 1974 ARCHAEOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL AND 
PALEONTOLOGICAL SITE SURVEY FOR 
COUNTY SERVICE AREA NO. 70, 
IMPROVEMENT ZONE "J", ASSESSMENTS 
OF IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY MUSEUM 
ASSOCIATION

HARRIS, RUTH 36-002208NADB-R - 1061026; 
Paleo - ; 
Voided - 80-9.13B

SB-01027 1980 CULTURAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT: 
BALDY MESA WATER LINES, COUNTY 
SERVICE AREA 70, IMPROVEMENT ZONE 
J, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA

SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY MUSEUM 
ASSOCIATION

REYNOLDS, ROBERT E. 36-001081, 36-003698, 36-004179, 36-
004203, 36-004251, 36-004252, 36-
004253, 36-004254, 36-004255, 36-
004256, 36-004257, 36-004258, 36-
004259, 36-004260, 36-004261, 36-
004262, 36-004263, 36-004264, 36-
004265, 36-004266, 36-004267, 36-
004268, 36-004269, 36-004270, 36-
004271, 36-004272, 36-004273, 36-
004274, 36-004275, 36-004276, 36-
004277, 36-004278, 36-004279

NADB-R - 1061027; 
Voided - 80-9.13C

SB-04187 2002 MESQUITE ST PAVING. 17PP CRM TECHBALLESTER, DANIELNADB-R - 1064187

SB-05211 2005 CULTURAL RESOURCE RECORDS 
SEARCH AND SITE VISIT RESULTS FOR 
CINGULAR TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY PALM STREET AND MAPLE 
AVENUE, HESPERIA, SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

BONNER, WAYNE H. 
and AISLIN-KAY, MARNIE

NADB-R - 1065211

SB-05779 2006 New Tower Submission Packet FCC Form 620 
Section 106 Review, Tamarisk SCE

Calvada Environmental 
Services, Inc.

Garcia, Esteban J.

SB-06333 2005 CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY FOR 
THE MOJAVE WATER AGENCY WATER 
BANKING PROJECT

HORNE, MELINDA C. 36-000176NADB-R - 1066333

SB-06536 2010 Historical and Paleontological Resources 
Monitoring at the Maple Park Phase I Project, 
7700 Maple Avenue, City of Hesperia, San 
Bernardino County, California.

Archaeological Consulting 
Services

Alexandrowicz, John 
Stephen and Ian Craig 
Alexandrowicz

36-010316NADB-R - 1066536
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Report List

Report No. Year Title AffiliationAuthor(s) ResourcesOther IDs

SB-06652 2010 PRELIMINARY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
REPORT FOR 98 LINEAR MILES OF THE 
EAST BRANCH EXTENSION OF THE 
CALIFORNIA AQUEDUCT FOR THE DWR 
EAST BRNACH ENLARGEMENT PROJECT 
LOS ANGELES AND SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTIES (CA)

ESA 36-002910, 36-021351, 36-021352, 36-
021353, 36-021354, 36-021355, 36-
021359, 36-021360, 36-021361, 36-
021362, 36-021370, 36-021371, 36-
021372

NADB-R - 1066652

SB-07406 2012 Finding of No Adverse Effect for the Seismic 
Retrofit of Six Bridges over the California 
Aqueduct, San Bernardino County and Kern 
County, California

Cultural Resources GroupBrewster, Brad

SB-07953 2007 Cultural Resource Assessment Report 
Victorville 2 Hybrid Power Project San 
Bernadino County, California

William Self Associates, Inc.Estes, Allen, Thomas 
Young, Nazih Fino, Aimee 
Arrigoni, Eric Strother, and 
James Allan

36-010316, 36-010951
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION SACRED LANDS FILE SEARCH  



 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA         Gavin Newsom, Governor 
 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 

 

 

Page 1 of 1 

 

June 28, 2021 

 

Joseph Orozco 

BCR Consulting LLC 

 

Via Email to: josephorozco513@gmail.com & david.brunzell@yahoo.com  

 

Re: Mesquite Ave Project, San Bernardino County  

 

Dear Mr. Orozco: 

  

A record search of the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) 

was completed for the information submitted for the above referenced project. The results 

were positive. Please contact the Chemehuevi Indian Tribe and the San Manuel Band of 

Mission Indians on the attached list for information. Please note that tribes do not always record 

their sacred sites in the SLF, nor are they required to do so. A SLF search is not a substitute for 

consultation with tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with a project’s geographic 

area. Other sources of cultural resources should also be contacted for information regarding 

known and recorded sites, such as the appropriate regional California Historical Research 

Information System (CHRIS) archaeological Information Center for the presence of recorded 

archaeological sites.   

 

Attached is a list of Native American tribes who may also have knowledge of cultural resources 

in the project area. This list should provide a starting place in locating areas of potential 

adverse impact within the proposed project area. Please contact all of those listed; if they 

cannot supply information, they may recommend others with specific knowledge. By 

contacting all those listed, your organization will be better able to respond to claims of failure to 

consult with the appropriate tribe. If a response has not been received within two weeks of 

notification, the Commission requests that you follow-up with a telephone call or email to 

ensure that the project information has been received.   

 

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify 

the NAHC. With your assistance, we can assure that our lists contain current information.  

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email 

address: Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.gov.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Andrew Green 

Cultural Resources Analyst 

 

Attachment 

 

 
 

CHAIRPERSON 

Laura Miranda  

Luiseño 

 

VICE CHAIRPERSON 

Reginald Pagaling 

Chumash 

 

SECRETARY 

Merri Lopez-Keifer 

Luiseño 

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Russell Attebery 

Karuk  

 

COMMISSIONER 

William Mungary 

Paiute/White Mountain 

Apache 

 

COMMISSIONER 

Julie Tumamait-

Stenslie 

Chumash 

 

COMMISSIONER 

[Vacant] 

 

COMMISSIONER 

[Vacant] 

 

COMMISSIONER 

[Vacant] 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Christina Snider 

Pomo 

 

NAHC HEADQUARTERS 

1550 Harbor Boulevard  

Suite 100 

West Sacramento, 

California 95691 

(916) 373-3710 

nahc@nahc.ca.gov 

NAHC.ca.gov 
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Chemehuevi Indian Tribe
Sierra Pencille, Chairperson
P.O. Box 1976 1990 Palo Verde 
Drive
Havasu Lake, CA, 92363
Phone: (760) 858 - 4219
Fax: (760) 858-5400
chairman@cit-nsn.gov

Chemehuevi

Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians
Robert Martin, Chairperson
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 755 - 5110
Fax: (951) 755-5177
abrierty@morongo-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Serrano

Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians
Ann Brierty, THPO
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 755 - 5259
Fax: (951) 572-6004
abrierty@morongo-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Serrano

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma 
Reservation
Jill McCormick, Historic 
Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (760) 572 - 2423
historicpreservation@quechantrib
e.com

Quechan

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma 
Reservation
Manfred Scott, Acting Chairman 
Kw'ts'an Cultural Committee
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (928) 750 - 2516
scottmanfred@yahoo.com

Quechan

San Fernando Band of Mission 
Indians
Donna Yocum, Chairperson
P.O. Box 221838 
Newhall, CA, 91322
Phone: (503) 539 - 0933
Fax: (503) 574-3308
ddyocum@comcast.net

Kitanemuk
Vanyume
Tataviam

San Manuel Band of Mission 
Indians
Jessica Mauck, Director of 
Cultural Resources
26569 Community Center Drive 
Highland, CA, 92346
Phone: (909) 864 - 8933
jmauck@sanmanuel-nsn.gov

Serrano

Serrano Nation of Mission 
Indians
Mark Cochrane, Co-Chairperson
P. O. Box 343 
Patton, CA, 92369
Phone: (909) 528 - 9032
serranonation1@gmail.com

Serrano

Serrano Nation of Mission 
Indians
Wayne Walker, Co-Chairperson
P. O. Box 343 
Patton, CA, 92369
Phone: (253) 370 - 0167
serranonation1@gmail.com

Serrano

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of 
Mission Indians
Darrell Mike, Chairperson
46-200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA, 92236
Phone: (760) 863 - 2444
Fax: (760) 863-2449
29chairman@29palmsbomi-
nsn.gov

Chemehuevi

1 of 2

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of 
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resource Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
 
This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans with regard to cultural resources assessment for the proposed Mesquite Ave Project, San 
Bernardino County.
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Twenty-Nine Palms Band of 
Mission Indians
Anthony Madrigal, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer
46-200 Harrison Place 
Coachella, CA, 92236
Phone: (760) 775 - 3259
amadrigal@29palmsbomi-nsn.gov

Chemehuevi
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 APPENDIX C 
 

PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT 

  



  

2345 Searl Parkway  ♦  Hemet, CA  92543  ♦   phone 951.791.0033 ♦ fax  951.791.0032  ♦  WesternScienceCenter.org 

 

BCR Consulting LLC         June 14, 2021 
Joseph Orozco 
505 West 8th Street 
Claremont, CA 91711 
 
Dear Mr. Orozco,  
 
This letter presents the results of a record search conducted for the Mesquite Avenue Project in 
the city of Hesperia, San Bernardino County, California. The project site is located west of 
Maple Avenue, north of Mesquite Street in Section 25 of Township 4 North and Range 5 West 
on the Hesperia, CA USGS 7.5 minute topographic quadrangles. 
 
The geologic unit underlying the project area is mapped entirely as old alluvial fan deposits 
dating from the Pleistocene epoch (Dibblee & Minch, 2008).  Pleistocene alluvial units are 
considered to be of high paleontological sensitivity. The Western Science Center does not have 
localities within the project area or a one mile radius, but does have numerous localities 
throughout the region in similarly mapped sediments. Southern California Pleistocene units are 
well known to produce fossil localities and specimen including those associated with mammoth 
(Mammuthus columbi), mastodon (Mammut pacificus) sabertooth cats (Smilodon fatalis), 
ancient horse (Equus sp.) and many other Pleistocene megafauna and microfauna.  
 
Any fossils recovered from the Mesquite Avenue Project area would be scientifically significant. 
Excavation activity associated with development of the area has the potential to impact the 
paleontologically sensitive Pleistocene alluvial units and it is the recommendation of the 
Western Science Center that a paleontological resource mitigation plan be put in place to 
monitor, salvage, and curate any recovered fossils associated with the current study area.  

 
If you have any questions, or would like further information, please feel free to contact me at 
dradford@westerncentermuseum.org 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Darla Radford 
Collections Manager 

~WESTERN SCIENCE CENTER 
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Photo 1: Project overview from central area of project (View SW) 
 

 
Photo 2: Project overview from central area of project (View NW) 
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Photo 3: Project overview (View SE) 
 

 
Photo 4: Project overview (View SW) 

 




